




 
 

 

James Rassman, Service Forester 
Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Sent via Email: james.rassman@mass.gov 
 
    

Forest Cutting Plan No.:  TBD  
NHESP Tracking No.:  23-8457  
Town:  Tisbury 
Road:  Army Road (Phillip’s Preserve) 
Landowner:  Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation 
Preparer:  Adam More 
Date:  August 3, 2023 

Dear Jim,   
 
The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) of the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife (“the Division”) has reviewed the above-referenced Forest Cutting Plan and narrative (“the Plan”) pursuant 
to the special approval procedures of the Forest Cutting Practices Regulations (304 CMR 11.04(6)).   
 
The Plan proposes a one-acre sanitation cut of Pitch Pine in an effort to prevent further spread of the southern pine 
beetle. The Plan proposes to initiate the cut on or after August 11, 2023, outside of the Northern Long-Eared Bat 
pup season (June 1- July 31). The desired future condition is a young forest of pitch pine seedlings and sprouts, with 
a vigorous growth of oaks. The understory will continue to be a mix of huckleberry, bayberry, and Pennsylvania 
sedge. Sheriff’s Meadow staff will monitor for invasive plants.  
 
Based on details of the Plan, and information in the NHESP database, the Division does not expect activities proposed 
in the Plan to negatively impact Priority Habitat or result in a Take (as defined in 321 CMR 10.02) of plant or animal 
species protected under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (M.G.L. c. 131A) and its implementing 
regulations (321 CMR 10.00).  Therefore, the Division does not require that the Plan be modified at this time.   

Please copy the Division on any proposed amendment, extension, and on the approved Plan for the site. Please note 
that this determination addresses only the matter of state-listed species and their habitats. For permitting 
information and requirements under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we 
recommend that you use the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Information for Planning and Conservation website 
(https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac). 

If you have any questions about this letter, please contact Alexandra Echandi, Endangered Species Review Biologist 
at (508) 389-6354. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 



 

 

 
James Rassman, Service Forester  
Department of Conservation and Recreation  
Sent via Email: james.rassman@mass.gov  
  

  
Forest Cutting Plan No.:   TBD   
NHESP Tracking No.:   23-8457   
Town:   Tisbury  
Road:   Army Road (Phillip’s Preserve)  
Landowner:   Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation  
Preparer:   Adam Moore  
Date:   August 11, 2023  

Dear Jim,    
 
The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) of the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife (MassWildlife) received a request for an amendment to the above-referenced Forest Cutting Plan 
(hereinafter “the Plan”) for review pursuant to the special approval procedures of the Forest Cutting Practices 
Regulations (304 CMR 11.04(6)).  The amendment request expands the area of pitch pine removal in an effort to 
contain a Southern Pine Beetle infestation (see updated Plan map dates 8/9/2023).   
 
Based on details of the Amendment and information in the NHESP database, the Division approves the 
amendment without the need for special conditions. We note that all prior Division previous recommendations 
on the Plan (Division letter dated 8/3/2023) remain in full force and effect.  
 
Please copy the Division on any proposed amendments to the Plan and on the approved plan for the site If you 
have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Alexandra Echandi, Endangered Species Review Biologist, 
at alexandra.echandi@mass.gov   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
 
Encl. Phillips Preserve Southern Pine Beetle Infestation Area (updated 8/9/23) 
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